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Longtime Bassmaster Opens Series Senior Tournament Manager Chris Bowes has been 
promoted to Vice President of Tournaments. (Photo by Andy Crawford/B.A.S.S.) 

 BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Long-
time Bassmaster Opens Series 
Senior Tournament Manager 
Chris Bowes has been promoted 
to Vice President of Tourna-
ments, B.A.S.S. recently an-
nounced. In this newly created 
role, Bowes will not only manage 
the Tournaments Department but 
also collaborate across depart-
ments as part of the B.A.S.S. Ex-
ecutive Leadership Team. 
 “We’re excited for Chris to step 
into this larger role representing 
the long-tenured, knowledgeable 
associates in our Tournaments 
Department,” said B.A.S.S. 
chairman and CEO Chase Ander-
son. “Our tournaments — from 
the Elite Series to the Kayak trail 

Chris Bowes promoted to new Bassmaster 
Vice President of Tournaments position

have set the standard for all of 
sportfishing, and I can’t thank 
them enough for the incredible 
way they’ve represented our or-
ganization.” 
 Bowes joined B.A.S.S. in 2004 
after being part of the New York 
B.A.S.S. Nation for many years. 
He has served as Tournament 
Manager for the Elite Series and 
B.A.S.S. Nation and took over as 
Senior Tournament Manager for 
the Basspro.com Bassmaster 
Opens in 2006. In addition to his 
department leadership role as 
Vice President of Tournaments, 
Bowes will be serving as the 
Tournament Director for the 
iconic Bassmaster Classic as well 
as attending Elite tournaments 
and other events on the Bass-
master circuit. 
“I’m extremely excited about this 
new role and opportunity to work 
with the Tournament Directors, 

the anglers competing in all the 
various B.A.S.S. tournament 
platforms and the senior leader-
ship and associates at B.A.S.S.,” 
said Bowes. 
 
 As Tournament Director-
B.A.S.S. Nation, Team, Kayak 
and Youth, Jon Stewart will con-
tinue leading efforts to grow par-
ticipation in these important 
grass-roots events. Veteran High 
School and College Series Tour-
nament Manager Hank Weldon 
will move into the Tournament 
Director-Bassmaster Opens po-
sition while Lisa Talmadge will 
serve as Tournament Director-
Bassmaster Elite Series. 
 “The entire tournament team 
brings so much knowledge, pas-
sion and professionalism to our 
tournaments and I’m proud to 
represent this group,” said 
Bowes.  

“We’re excited for Chris to 
step into this larger role rep-
resenting the long-tenured, 
knowledgeable associates in 
our Tournaments Depart-
ment,” said B.A.S.S. chair-
man and CEO Chase 
Anderson. “Our tournaments 
— from the Elite Series to the 
Kayak trail — are founda-
tional to B.A.S.S., and having 
a seat at the table as part of 
our Executive Leadership 
Team will make an industry-
leading team even stronger. 
They are true ambassadors of 
our shield...”
— are foundational to B.A.S.S., 
and having a seat at the table as 
part of our Executive Leadership 
Team will make an industry-lead-
ing team even stronger. They are 
true ambassadors of our shield. 
 “This tournament team is tasked 
with ensuring our rules are en-
forced consistently, maintaining 
the integrity of our tournaments 
and managing tournaments which 

Nick LeBrun’s ‘go big or go home’ strategy pays  
off in Bassmaster Central Open finale on Grand Lake 
 GROVE, Okla. Oct. 23, 2021— 
Nick LeBrun’s strategy of “go 
big or go home” carried him to a 
dominant victory in the Bas-
spro.com Bassmaster Central 
Open at Grand Lake with a three-
day total weight of 50 pounds, 2 
ounces. 
 Hailing from Bossier City, La., 
LeBrun placed third on Day 1 
with 17-12, then improved to 
second with Friday’s limit of 15-
3. Championship Saturday saw 
him sack up the day’s heaviest 
catch — 17-3, which helped him 
edge Day 1 leader Kenta Kimura 
of Japan by 4-6. 
 Along with the top prize of 
$47,833, LeBrun earned a spot in 
the 2022 Academy Sports + Out-
doors Bassmaster Classic pre-
sented by Huk, which is 
scheduled for March 4-6 on 
South Carolina’s Lake Hartwell. 
 “Money spends, but going to the 
Classic is a childhood, manhood, 
everything dream,” Lebrun said. 
“It’s going to take a while for that 
to sink in.” 
 LeBrun, who placed second at 
the Central Open on Alabama’s 
Smith Lake two weeks ago, 
caught all of the fish he weighed 
this week on a Whopper Plopper 
and another plopper-style bait. 
He started throwing the 110 size 
bait in practice, but windy con-
ditions prompted him to upsize to 
the hefty 130, which holds its 
own in blustery conditions. 
 As it turned out, LeBrun’s big 
bait was a good match to the 
giant gizzard shad his fish were 
targeting. With fall bass intent on 
filing their bellies, many anglers 
were keying on the smaller and 
more common threadfin shad. 
Locating areas thick with big giz-
zards proved foundational to Le-
Brun’s success. 
 “Anytime you see those big giz-
zard shad up on the bank in this 
part of the country, it’s time to 
pick up that plopper and keep it 
in your hand all day,” LeBrun 
said. “You don’t get many bites, 
but the ones you get are usually 
big." 
 All week, LeBrun stayed in the 
mid-lake region, between Shan-
gri-La and Horse Creek. His 
ideal scenario comprised short 
pockets with docks. He named 

Nick LeBrun, of Bossier City, La., has won the 2021 Basspro.com Bassmaster Central 
Open at Grand Lake with a three-day total of 50 pounds, 2 ounces.  (Photo by Dalton Tum-
blin/B.A.S.S.) 

the waypoint for his most mem-
orable spot “Big” because he had 
a 5-pounder bite his hookless 
practice bait. This spot would 
produce the kicker that sealed his 
win. 
 After a somewhat slow start, 
Championship Saturday sud-
denly took an encouraging turn 
when LeBrun entered the “Big” 
pocket and found his biggest fish 
of the day — a 5 3/4-pounder — 
around 9 a.m. 
 “I had one little 2-pounder in the 
box and was easing up to this 
dock at the mouth of a little 
pocket,” LeBrun said. “I heard 
the fish blow up behind me, so I 
turned around and cast in that di-
rection. She came up and 
smoked it. 
 “When I landed that fish, I felt 
like I’d won. That doesn’t al-
ways hold true, but you have to 
have that winning moment. It’s 
not over ’til it’s over, but it cer-
tainly was an awesome feeling.” 
 Considering that inconsistent 
fall conditions had most compet-
itors junk fishing their way 
through the days, LeBrun’s sin-
gle-minded strategy was a legiti-
mate oddity. 
 “I’m pretty overwhelmed right 
now,” he said. “Throwing a bi-
bait like that in a field this size 

Grizzlies announce continued 
partnership with SpotOn  
for contactless concessions
MEMPHIS, TN –  The Memphis 
Grizzlies announced a continued 
partnership with Appetize, now 
part of SpotOn, one of the fastest 
growing software and payments 
companies, to provide cloud 
technology for all concession 
transactions at FedExForum. 
SpotOn’s end-to-end platform is 
designed to improve the fan ex-
perience with faster and more 
convenient ordering options 
through contactless payments, 
which will benefit both guests 
and staff, as guests will have the 
opportunity to scan their cards or 
tap to pay with services such as 
Apple Pay and Google Pay. Fe-
dExForum is SpotOn’s 58th 
major league sports venue part-
ner. 
 “We are thrilled to partner with 
such an incredible venue and 
team that shares our vision for 
frictionless, connected experi-
ences for fans and staff alike,” 
says Wayne Scarsella, EVP of 
Sports and Entertainment at Spo-
tOn. “Cashless technology has 
become essential in sports facil-
ities across the country, and as 
Grizzlies fans return to FedEx-
Forum this season, they’ll notice 
ordering their favorite conces-
sions has been vastly improved 
with our payment solutions.” 
  "SpotOn’s platform has allowed 

us to enhance the fan experience 
while transitioning to more effi-
cient, contactless transactions,” 
said Dwight Johnson, Vice Pres-
ident of Arena Operations. “Sup-
port from SpotOn through 
deployment and integration was 
exceptional, and we couldn’t be 
more pleased with our partner-
ship. We are excited to use the 
technology and are sure it will re-
sult in faster and safer service.” 
  SpotOn is powering all point-of-
sale solutions for food and bever-
age through its digital ordering 
platform, which includes ter-
minals, handheld devices for 
hawkers and self-service kiosks 
located around FedExForum. 
Guest experiences are enhanced 
through SpotOn’s next-genera-

with the caliber of anglers com-
peting, it’s very rare that some-
thing like that works out for 
three days. 
 "Normally, you have to mix it 
up. But the good Lord blessed 
me this week because every fish 
I weighed in was doing what I 
wanted to do. I felt like I was 
fishing to win and you can’t ask 
for anything better.” 
 Kimura placed second with 45-
12. The Bassmaster Elite Series 
pro set the first-round mark by 
catching 21-14 — the event’s 
biggest bag. He added 11 pounds 
on Friday and finished with 12-
14 Saturday. 
  “I was pretty excited about this 
morning because of the wind,” 
Kimura said. “I thought I was 
going to get 20 pounds, but the 
4-pounders never showed up.” 

 Kimura fished a Deps 1/2-ounce 
wobble head with a Deps crea-
ture bait around rock with brush-
piles and a 3/8-ounce Deps 
flipping jig with a creature bait 
around docks. He also fished a 
Japanese finesse rig. 
 John Pilcher of Kansas, Okla., 
finished third with 43-13. On 

Day 1, he tied Matt Pangrac of 
Bixby, Okla., for 16th place with 
14-0. On Friday, he reached the 
final round in eighth place with a 
limit of 14-15 and gained five 
more spots with Saturday’s 14-14 
limit. 
 “It was really junk fishing for 
me; I was catching fish deep and 
catching fish shallow,” Pilcher 
said. “I was buzzbaiting bluffs 
and gravel flats. I caught some 
fish on offshore gravel flats with 
rockpiles and brush and then I 
caught some fish offshore on 
ledges. The buzzbait and a BassX 
jig were my main baits. 
 “All three days, sticking with it 
was important because all three 
days I caught a big fish within 
the last 30 to 40 minutes. Today, 
I caught my two biggest fish in 
the last hour.” 
 Jacob Walker of Alabaster, Ala., 
won the $500 Phoenix Boats Big 
Bass prize with his 6-9. 
 As part of the Yamaha Power 
Pay program, LeBrun took home 
an additional $1,000 while John 
Soukup of Sapulpa, Okla., 
claimed an additional $500 for 
being the second-highest placing 
entrant. 
  Cody Huff of Ava., Mo., fin-

B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide au-
thority on bass fishing and 
keeper of the culture of the sport, 
providing cutting edge content 
on bass fishing whenever, 
wherever and however bass fish-
ing fans want to use it.  
 
 Headquartered in Birmingham, 
Ala., the 515,000-member or-
ganization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 

  MEMPHIS, Tenn. – After open-
ing a season-long five-match 
homestand with a split against 
USF and UCF, the Memphis 
Tigers (9-13, 2-8) will host East 
Carolina (8-11, 4-6) and Cincin-
nati (12-6, 7-3) this weekend at 

the Larry O. Finch Center. Fri-
day’s matchup with the Pirates is 
set for 6 p.m. and will be avail-
able on ESPN+, while the Tigers 
and Bearcats will do battle at 1 
p.m. Sunday. 
 East Carolina comes to Mem-
phis off of a five-set win at home 
vs. Houston. The Pirates’ victory 
over the Cougars snapped a 
three-match losing streak after 
East Carolina opened AAC play 
3-3. The Pirates sit near the bot-
tom of the conference in nearly 
every team category, which in-
cludes a .181 hitting percentage, 
ninth in the league.  
 
 East Carolina sits last in the con-
ference in both assists and kills 
per set, eighth in blocks, and sev-
enth in digs and service aces. 
Senior Sydney Kleinman ranks 
second in the conference in kills 
per set (4.41), one of three East 
Carolina players among the top 
20 in the conference. Kleinman 
leads the league in aces per set 
(0.49) and is 13th among AAC 
players in digs per set (2.89). 
 
 Sunday afternoon, the Tigers 
will also look to avenge a loss 
from earlier this season, when 
Cincinnati took down Memphis 
in four sets. The Bearcats sit in a 
three-way tie for second place in 
the AAC standings, with their 
only losses to Wichita State, 
Houston, and UCF, which sit T-
2nd, T-2nd, and 1st in the confer-
ence standings. 
  
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tigers Volleyball, visit 
www.GoTigersGo.com and fol-
low the team’s social media 
channels on Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. 

Please see sports-ent. 5

“We are thrilled to partner 
with such an incredible venue 
and team that shares our vi-
sion for frictionless, con-
nected experiences for fans 
and staff alike,” says Wayne 
Scarsella, EVP of Sports and 
Entertainment at SpotOn. 
“Cashless technology has be-
come essential in sports facil-
ities across the country, and 
as Grizzlies fans return to Fe-
dExForum this season...”

Please see sports-ent. 5

Memphis set to host East 
Carolina and Cincinnati


